Martin Laker receives GeoPlace Lifetime Achievement Award
GeoPlace has presented a Lifetime Achievement Award to Martin Laker, GIS Team Leader, LLPG & LSG Custodian at Bath and North East Somerset Council, recognising his exceptional and long-standing contribution to the street and addressing community.

The GeoPlace Lifetime Achievement Award is rarely given ,and indeed, Martin Laker, is only the third person to receive the award. It marks an extraordinary level of commitment to work that has helped shape, strengthen and support the nation’s street and address gazetteers over many years. 

Martin’s contribution has been felt across many parts of the Custodian community. As Chair of the Data Entry Conventions Working Group for more than a decade, he led the major overhaul from version 3.6 to version 4.1, helping to deliver significant usability improvements and clearer working conventions for Custodians working across England and Wales.

His influence has also been deeply practical. Martin has worked tirelessly with Gazetteer Management System suppliers to test and resolve software issues before wider roll-outs, helping to improve confidence, consistency and reliability for local authorities using those systems. At the same time, the data submitted under his own stewardship has consistently been of the highest quality.

Martin has also provided sustained leadership and support across the South West, serving as Deputy Regional Chair and offering the kind of practical, hands-on guidance that colleagues remember long after they have moved on. Departing Custodians have spoken warmly of missing his ‘hands-on support’ – a phrase that captures the patience, generosity, and usefulness of his contribution.

Martin has been a constant, valued source of thought leadership on the direction of the National Street Gazetteer. He has also become widely valued as the community’s legal expert on Street Naming and Numbering matters relating to the NSG – a role built not on theory, but on hard-won experience.

At this year’s conference, Martin led a roundtable titled ‘Street Naming in the Dock!’, drawing on his own experience of spending two days being questioned by a judge and objector over a new street name. The session explored what happens if an authority is challenged in court over a street name, what legal teams need to understand, what precedents matter, what grounds may be valid for challenge, and how authorities can avoid ending up in court in the first place.

That combination of technical expertise, legal knowledge, practical support and community leadership is exactly what the Lifetime Achievement Award exists to recognise. Martin’s work has helped improve the quality and usability of national conventions, supported better software outcomes, strengthened the NSG community, and helped many colleagues navigate some of the most complex parts of their role.

Nick Chapallaz, Managing Director of GeoPlace said:

“The Lifetime Achievement Award is given only rarely, because it recognises a level of contribution that goes far beyond one project, one role or one year’s work. Martin Laker’s service to the street and addressing community has been exceptional.

Through his leadership of the Data Entry Conventions Working Group, his support for Custodians in the South West, his work with system suppliers, and his thought leadership on the National Street Gazetteer, Martin has helped shape the way this community works. He has brought clarity, rigour and real practical value to areas that are often highly complex.

He has also been extraordinarily generous with his expertise. Many colleagues have benefited from Martin’s advice, his patience, his legal knowledge and his willingness to help others get things right. This award is a recognition of sustained professionalism, deep expertise and a lasting contribution to the power of place. My congratulations, and my sincere thanks, go to Martin.”


Notes:

GeoPlace’s Exemplar Awards
GeoPlace’s Exemplar Awards are awarded every year to highlight the roles that Custodians play within their authorities. These awards enable that work to be more widely promoted to all parts of the organisation. It spotlights the high standard of local address and street data and shows how it underpins efficient, effective services.

From transformation projects to essential system improvements, the awards showcase innovation at every scale – all rooted in the thoughtful, accurate curation of location data. Promoting this work helps highlight not only the importance of these datasets, but also the pivotal role played by Street, Addressing and Street Naming and Numbering Custodians in delivering better outcomes for communities.

GeoPlace’s awards highlight the work in curating and maintaining that data. Promoting this work helps to highlight the importance of the Custodians’ role, and the potential for this data to deliver ever-more efficient and effective services for communities.
 

About GeoPlace
GeoPlace LLP is a public sector limited liability partnership between the Local Government Association (LGA) and Ordnance Survey.

GeoPlace is a world class expert in address and street information management, working internationally as well as in the UK to help our partners and customers maximise the value of their spatial information for better decision making.
GeoPlace maintains a national infrastructure that supports the address and street information needs of the public and private sectors. Its work relies heavily on close working relationships with every local authority in England and Wales. 

This relationship has been developed over 16 years, to build the National Address Gazetteer infrastructure and National Street Gazetteer. Ordnance Survey develops the range of AddressBase products from the National Address Gazetteer and OS MasterMap Highways Network from the NSG. Both datasets underpin efficient and effective services, bringing direct service delivery benefits to users.

The Unique Property Reference Number (UPRN) and the Unique Street Reference Number (USRN) are the unique identifiers for every addressable location and street in Great Britain. They are created by local authorities who have the statutory authority to name and number every street and property and Ordnance Survey who identify objects on the landscape which may otherwise not attract an address.

These unique reference numbers link datasets together and share information with other organisations who also use them. They provide a comprehensive, complete and consistent identifier throughout a property's life cycle – from planning permission or street naming through to demolition.

See https://www.geoplace.co.uk.
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